THE FIRST BREATH Of TENGAN REI

By T'T Stern-Enczi

F 1 Yhe union of eultures and stivles between
Wright State University alum Junko
h.‘ljilpn and Antioch in”l':_;-' mraduate

Ed Koziarski began in the Miami Val

1997. The I|||||||||r of The First Breath of T

Rei. extended that union across the globe,

reaching from the United States to Japan.

This Breath also bears a connection with
recent \t'illl!‘lll\ \\\.‘II\l lllilllilll‘l’ f.l'ln' fl'r.h.'rf"
in its embrace of claiming responsibility

for past crimes and the development ol

v in

Illll‘I]u‘l\ull il relationships between those on
|>| lunlll" \Il’- LS

“l e, the 1N.I|Jl' 1s the ['.IIK' III“I-I’]I;_’:"J- I‘nl
Erika Oda. a Voung Okinawan ;il'l In a
couple of Amencan soldiers Sean Nix and
Rie Arthur . A decade later, |-‘I1I-_':||| jnur'nv_u
to the LS. and Kidnaps Paris Katori Eason,
the teenage son of Nelson \in,
pawn in her final

intending

to use the boy as a

confrontation with the two men.

Kajino and Koziarski carelully disclose the
storv of the rape and the impact of the
crime on the I\'|.|Ii1l!1\||i|l between father and
SO0, |illi|l|il|l‘,,' tension. but it is the
l'\n'\ill_'_: i'_\l|;|lliil' II'"“"!'[I .|.|'||:_::1I|
andd Paris that defines the narrative
and also draws comparisons to the
alorementioned |m\l-“l-|u|'.‘|||sl
drama. Much like Hanna
Kate Winslet: and Michael
David Kross| inThe Reader,
lengan and Paris are the
ones forced to nay i;:lll' the
trickier waters of coming to
terms with past sins, while
spee |1i||-' he :Ill]ull-' towands
a showdown with Nelson,

The First Breath of Tengan Rel

storm clouds loom. And it's a testament to the
filmmakers that they never direetly push this
angle. By choosing a more subtle approach,
thev force andiences to consider the emotional
lallout the
|!'\_\l'II!'\lI'.III‘I'I_;_'.III
and Paris,
)‘;’n'uH‘- Iwears
the DNA imprint
kind of
|n_\ l‘||n|n1_:il‘;l|
dramaHollywood
routinely sells its

il

Erika Oda in

soul to III'IHIIH'I"
Inl'

during

trade.' B+ Not Rated |‘\i|l'l'iil!|\
release
the awands season, Its mix of race and eulture

would definitely attract enough starpower 1o

Ihe growing intimacy is generate buzz to keep things humming along
not as sexually charged in Breath, but the A mn-up to Oscar n|,hl. But by focusing
Qur Black Book Online Only Advertising Contact Info Calendar

on African-American and Asian characters,
Kajino and Koziarski steer the narrative away
from a path that even most indie -|n|u-<l-.
wotlld take to build a sizeable niche ‘mdn nee,
Of course, this illustrates a commitment 1o a
truth in the dynamic that is not often spoken
aloud the
IN‘IIIIll\ who remain lll"‘l f\ invisible |||t'
larger context,

A\nd we, in the
commitment to embrace Kajino and Koziarski
and their vision as a fine example of the
daring lilmmakers developing in our midst
Here in the Midwest, we are concerned aboul
being overlooked ||_'. the greater lilmmaking
communities on either coast, but at present,
we have the u[nlmr‘lllltﬂ_\ Ly \IIHMH a [i.‘li[‘ of

struggles  between  minority

region, now  have a

voices rising from the quietest of whispers to

|||1-\m'.'|l|\<- SCIaIns.



